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THE GOOD WIFE.

Eph. v. 22-29.—“Wives, submit yourselves unto
your own husbands, as unto the Lord.

For the husband is the head of the wife, even as
Christ is the head of the church: and he is the Sav-
iour of the body.

Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so
let the wives be to their own hushands in everythi,ng

Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ alsc;
loved the church, and gave himself for it;

That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the wash-
ing of water by the word,

That he might preseat it to himself a glorious
church, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
thing: but that it should be holy and without blem.
ish.

So ought men to love their wives as their own
bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.

For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but nourish-
eth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the church.”

Col. iii, 18, 19.—**Wives, submit yourselves unto
your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.

Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter
against them.”

1. Pet. iii. 1-7.—%In like manner, ye wives, be in
subjection to your own husbands; that, even if any
obey not the word, they may without the word be
gained by the behaviour of their wives; beholding
your chaste behaviour coupled with fear,

Whose adorning let it not be the outward adorning
of plaiting the lhair, and of wearing jewels of goldb
or of putting on apparel; but let it be the hidden
man of the heart, in the incorruptible apparel of a
meek and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of Ged of
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2 THE GOOD WIFE.

great price, For after this manner aforetime the holy
women also, who hoped in God, adorned themselves,
being in subjection to their own husbands: as Sarah
obeyed Abraham, calling him lord: whose children

ye now are, if ye do well, and are not put in fear by
any terror.

Ye husbands, in like manner, dwell with your wives
according to knowledge, giving honor unfo the wo-
man, as unto the weaker vessel, as being also joint-
heirs of the grace of life; to the end that your pray-

ers be not hindered,”

The most important relation between human
beings, as well as the most intimate, is the
relation of husband and wife. Marriage is the
oldest of all institutions, lying at the foundation
of home, of society, of government. It is of
the utmost importance, therefore, that right
ideas prevail as to the duties of wife and hus-
band.  Did you notice that in these passages I
have read, where the duties of wives and hus-
bands are mentioned together, the wives are
put first? I do not think this is accidental. It
1s more important that a man have a good wife,
than that a woman have a good husband.
More is at stake in the home, and in society.
Woman was made as an helpmeet for man, It
was not that Eve needed 2 husband, but that
Adam needed a wife. The wife makes the
home, molds the character of the children, and

by her influence strengthens her husband for

his work in the world. The decay of the

———

THE GOOD WIFE. 3

home is one of the saddest signs of our tim?s.
The increase of divorces, and the ease with
which divorces are obtained, mark a sad dece?.y
in our home life. This is particularly true in
our cities, where in the rush of business and
the whirl of pleasure there is no tim_e left for
family life. Go to any handsome residence on
a fashionable street, and you will find tha.F the
gentlemen of the family hurry off to business
before the ladies show themselves, and I:.he gen-
tlemen get lunch down town in the m1lc1dle of
the day, and do not go home at all till after
business hours. Immediately after supper,
both the ladies and the gentlemen hurry away
to some place of entertainment, or to some
social engagement, and thus the family are
together only at the supper‘-table, and there is
no opportunity for family intercourse and for
real home life. It is simply that these ladies
and gentlemen are kin to each other, and have
2 common house where they eat and lodge.

In an ideal state of society, every woman
would be a wife, and every man would be a
husband. The entrance of women into so
many lines of industry and of business, which
formerly were appropriated by the men, has
been heralded as a mark of the great progress
of our age. Itis claimed that woman is being
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“‘emancipated,” that she is ‘‘coming to the
front,” that she is showing her capacities and
abilities, and making wonderful *‘progress.”
So far from these facts being a sign of progress
in our age, they are a sign of social decay, and
mark the decline of home life, It is a sad
thing to see women in large numbers earning
their living., Far be it from me to say anything
in disparagement of the noble women who are
wage-earners, and who bravely face the neces-
sities of their condition. I admire their brave
independence and their faithfulness in meeting
their responsibilities. I am always ready to
take off my hat to Miss Jennie as she stands
behind the counter of a dry-goods store, be-
cause I know what it means for her to stand
there. But T have no respect for Ben, who is
loafing around that drinking-saloon, and who,
if he were what he ought to be, would take
Jennie from behind that counter and have her
make a home for him. It is because so many
of our men are worthless, that so many of our
women have to earn their bread. To glory
over this fact, as some apostles of ‘‘progress”
are doing, is to glory in our shame. In a per-
feCF state of society, no women would earn
their bread, outside of a few employments, like
teaching children, household duties, the pre-

THE GOOD WIFE. 5

paration of female apparel, etc., etc., which
are peculiarly suited to women. Itisa crying
shame upon the men of any community, when
any considerable proportion of the women are
wage-carners. We sadly need in our country
a revival of the home, the Christian home with
all that it ought to mean.

The Apostle tells us by inspiration, ‘‘neither
was the man created for the woman, but the
woman for the man” (I. Cor. xi. g9). Woman,
then, is God’s special gift to man, and a gift
that man has always sadly needed. No man’s
life is complete without the companionship of
woman, No man can be at his best in the
world, without the love of a woman. Theseus
could never have made his way out of the laby-
rinth in which he was imprisoned, but for the
clew Ariadne furnished him, and no man can
rightly make his way through the mazy laby-
rinth men call life, without the sympathy and
help of woman.

«“Wives, submit yourselves unto your own
husbands.” It is the duty of the wife, then, to
submit to her husband, not as a servant, but as
an helpmeet for him, Her position is not one
of inferiority. Husbands are to love their
wives as Christ loves the church, with an un-
selfish, selfsacrificing love. Outside of ques-
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6 THE GOOD WIFE,

tions of conscience, the husband is to be the
head. Of course, in questions of conscience,
it goes without saying that the wife must obey
God rather than man. But she is to be a help-
meet for her husband. She is to have no
career outside of him, or independent of him,
but she is to help him to be and to do all
that he is capable of being and doing in the
world for God and for mankind. She is to
make herself attractive to her husband, and to
be as anxious to please him after marriage as
before.

The wife is to make home for her husband.
He is to provide for her food and shelter,
clothing, etc., but she is to support him,
strengthening his hands and cheering his heart
in his lifework, When we read of Spartan
wives, we can understand how Spartan soldiers
were invincible, Roman matrons made Rome
supreme in the earth, and not till Veronica and
Volumnia gave place to Messalina and Agri-
pina, did Rome decay and fall.

The chief means by which a wife can sup-
port a husband, is to give him intelligent sym-
pathy in what concerns and interests him. The
lack of this has alienated many a man from his
home. He can find around the tavern and on
corners those who are interested in the same

THE GOOD WIFE. 7

things that interest him, and he can there get
the sympathy that he craves, when he is denied
this sympathy at home. No woman has a right
to allow herself to become so absorbed in any-
thing as not to give her husband that intelligent
sympathy which will render her a helpmeet for

" him and make his home happy. The wife

must know eneugh about her husband’s pursuit
to be able to strengthen him in it. A doctor’s
wife, for example, must know enough about
medicine to give her husband intelligent sym-
pathy in his practice. The lawyer’s wife must
know enough about law to be able to make her-
self a helpful force in strengthening her hus-
band in his profession.  And so for all the pur-
suits. If your husband, my sister, is not a
better docter, or lawyer, or farmer, or what-
ever his calling may be, because you are his
wife, then you are a failure as a wife, however
brightly you may shine .in society, and how-
ever often your name and your dresses may be
mentioned in the papers.

Of course I would not say that the wife is
always responsible for the failure of her hus-
band, because she might have such poor ma-
terial in him as to render success with him im-
possible; but unless he is a better man, and a
more efficient worker in his pursuit, whatever
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; is his wife, she is a
It may be, pecause she is his wife, s

failure g5 o wife. A man once said sadlj"_ol;\i
Pretty-faced dolt he hag married : .“She Lich
nothing when I married her. I tried to tw\:e
her something: it made her angry, and .l‘girlife
itup” | e husband must feel th_FfE hi? z o
understands hip and sympathizes with him

3 ; : or as he
his Work, or he wil not confide in her
ought always to do.

: tside
The wife is the largest human factor, ou

himself, i a0y man’s success, Oft‘?n the “toéli
applauds the man when the credit eaty ar
Iongs to the wife, The wife does not aPPE 1t
before the Public; her work is hidden, b1_l,t

1S nope the Jess important, The world 1\-1;15
with applayse of Sir Samuel Baker when ,]-
announced g discover)f of Victoria N)‘rﬂmi;f
but withoyt the Sympathy and co-operation

: / : re heen
his nohle wife, that discovery would have
Imposgsipla to him,

ored EVeryw
burieq

Dr. Livingstone is' hon:
and he has been rightly
ster Abbey, the peer of m-ufr
there entombed. But a%l -
1is grave, T thought sadly of l‘; ;
ingstone, lying in that lon{:g1
Professor Hem'y [)I'ltl‘]llﬂO}l :
¥ deseribes his visit to the place:
¢ afternoop

here,
n Westmip
of the mighty dead
5tood there by I
body of Mrs. Liy
jungle ip Afriea,
thus beautify]
“Late in ¢y € reached the spot—
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ruined hut a hundred yards fronlndtI:S
: 10‘," i k. A grass-grown path struggt.e
e bai'l ; a;'ndca fresh foot-print of a lnppt:j—
thet'ti?ﬁ?tiﬁl how neglected the spot is now.
pots

l .
I I 1 Ig the door Open Wwe fOund ourseives 1n
" Pusihir ]

; dark room, its mud. ﬁqu b[jotk‘inrh:z
i s, and remains of native fires =ty 'S
SR 580 pants. Turning to the right, wg
s c)Cm':.%ler chamber, the walls ba:re al;
entAeer : :?ltlmtwo glassless windows facing t f‘—‘
v 4 vening sun, setting over the f?.I-
river_. The f‘la 11}OL?ntELi1'15: filled the room with
off L\ﬂ_C‘)rLll'l'lbt'i'l arid wonl i thOUghtS back to
its soft glo“-.’evening. when ifi this same bed.
e Su“d%}}" mmerhour, Livingstone knelt -
room, at 1?.15 ; c“,ife and witnessed the great
grer his ?};t.;;%fe Under a huge ba_?}b&b tre?
sunsgz E\).Erf;l]divingston e’s glA}aXTC. étgl:;?wqild
stands * 1 with jun Slead, d
o Wildenzleses=ljzzasttt;if“tlle Jforfst; and‘ as dI
trodden by 1{@1'5*1kcn mound and conh.asif‘.
IOOkl?d " lhehussbn.nd’s tomb in westmms.ter
it with hefh ught the woman’s love which
Abbe]ir’t 1I1e; tooga spot like this might be not
bl'ol-:lg1 i i
less Worthy‘\,ci}fslmll?ilfir;;lttél.qe, e career of hE_r
But‘ for }llu;[:;aﬂd would have been impossi-
ﬁusu‘ﬂ: she does not appear to the great
€3
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world, which is

tOO 3 - % 2y
EVEr existed. ready to forget that she

Mk, Gladstone said recently

“No word of his wife:
s
suffice tg ey that I could use would ever

to all the Of{gc:r:s:;he debt I owe her in relation
half angd op heh 1e has discharged in my be-
and dearest alf of those who are nearest
2 companionsmlf: N0t only is she the dearest
teets, bt fol-’ it the most devoted of help-
Service of hey hw 0se self-consecration to the
public work my st 2y Chi]dren’ my own
and hindereq » St\;m’e been seriously feitered
., Many great men tell the same

thought ¢, be 1 ‘1":’_1\’65,‘ Thomas Carlyle was
wife, anq there ACKIng In appreciation for his
30 too, and g, 1Zrea5011 to believe she thought
made the p; g t ought darkened her life. She
n?lsta.tke many wives make, as SOme

fedlit[’! of thinking awkwardness in
g to be deadness in feeling.

her, ang ]?;\ieiﬂl the world saw how he loved
labored oy et el depended upon her. She
Was not ﬁpprecier vest, though feeling that she
feeling, yet she ated fully, é‘llld shadowed by the
succeeq ag Tie made her distinguished husbz%nd
out her, could not have succeeded with-

eXPI’&ssing
But after

“That th
€Y may teach the young women to

THE GOOD WITE. 11

be sober-minded, to love their husbands, to be
discreet, chaste, workers at home, kind, obedi-
ent to their husbands, that the word of God be
not blasphemed.” A good wife, therefore, loves
her husband in preference to society, fashion,
and pleasure. She seeks to make him wiser,
purer, nobler, making this her chief worldly
ambition. She loves her children, and does
not seek to be 1id of the bother of them. She
trains her children in the nurture and admon-
ition of the Lord, and feels that they have been
given to her to be reared to a noble manhood
and womanhood. A good wife is ‘‘sober-
minded.” She is discreet, wise, not frivolous
and giddy. She gives her attention to things
that are worth attending to, and does not run
after trifles. She recognizes that life is real
and earnest, and that opportunity is responsi-
bility. She is ‘‘chaste,” pure in thought and
in word, having no relish for scandal and vile-
ness, does not want to get hold of the daily
paper, simply that she may see about that di-
vorce case, or about some impurity, being ven-
tilated before the public.

She is a ““worker at home.” And there is
plenty of work at home for her to do. She
does not feel that such work is in any degree
lowering to her importance or to her dignity.
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Spurgeon said he had “‘no faith in a woman
who talked grace ang glory abroad, and us?d
10 50ap and water at home.” The good wife
Is to “‘guide the house” (I. Tim. v. 14). She
Is “kind,” pot hightempered, ready to scold
and find fault, but sympathetic, loving, helpful.
She does not make unreasonable demands upor
her husband, nor i she petulant with him.

A good wife is in subjection to her husband.l
She seeks to make him, as we have seen, al

that he can e for God and for mankind. Hers
. . . * - e
13 1ot a position of Inferiority, but rather o
nvolving special work, v

which is limited, and
therefore intense. There is nothing dazzling
about the pictyre given us in the Bible, of @
good wife. Ryt as Ruskin well says:

“The best womep are necessarily the most
difficult to knoyy- they are recognized in the
happiness of their husbands and in the Doble,_

\ey are only to be di-
vined, not discerned: and sometimes seem
almost helpless, except in their homes: 3"‘?1:
Without the help of one of them, to whom this
little book g dedicated, the day would prob-
ably have ¢q

should
me before now, when I shou
ave written and thought no more.”

And Ruskip very well says

again :
J, = 2
“No man ever liveq a right

life, who had not
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been chastened by a woman’s love, strength-

ened by her courage, and guided by her discre-
tion.”

A good wife makes but little noise in the
world.  She does not hear her name loud on

the lip of mankind. But Mrs, Browning, her-
self a model wife, says:

“The sweetest lives are those to duty
wed,
Whose deeds, both great and small,
Are close-knit strands of an unbroken
thread,

Where love ennobles all.

~

The world may sound no trumpets, ring no
bells, )

The Book of Life the shining record
tells,

Thy

love

Shalt chant itself its own beatitudes

After its own life-working, A child’s
kiss :

Set on thy sighing lips shall make thee
glad.

Thou shalt be served thyself by every
sense

Of service which thoun renderest,

These are examples of the

wisest and best in reference tg
a4 good wife, Tt

opinions of the
the qualities of
1d teaching of

1s the same o
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?Oly writ, which has blessed so many homes
through all the centuries and has made Chris-

i . -
ch Don Platt wrate over the grave of his

| IOVed = - : .
CoOmpanion in the cemetery in Cincinnatl:

“To tl
1 bui]c{};,-fleili- 1;“3“'{0"5’: darling, and my own,
All that itgt l? this monument of stone.
11 that it lel s of life in death is thine,
For that wh? ljs of death in life is mine ;
In anguis) ém made thy purer spirit blest,
£ ' deep has brought me great unrest :

ou, dying, 1;
, living, $e 11¢ f© find the life divine,

THE GOOD HUSBAND.

| tendom possible, 7]
| 24| I beg you to cherish more the home senti-
| ] Tnent. Tet your home. if you please be poet- Eph. v. 22-29.—**Wives, submit yourselves unto
&2 1ca11y sentimenta] D , iy f belng your own husbands, as unto the lord.
BL o £ et o not be afraid of DEWS For the husband is the head of the wife, even as
23 O sentimental in vour home and about your Christ is the liead of the church: and he is the
i°:] home, No ho . % Saviour of the body.
3 et ome ever yet decayed throug Therefore as the church is subject unto Christ, so
i Xcess of sentiment though many have sadlj’ let tlhe wives be to their own husbands in everything.
% suffered from the 1 ’k : y o well Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also
4 said < ! ack of it, It has been ¥ loved the church, and gave himself for it;
f o 1t‘lere 15 no place like home,” but I thank That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the
0d there j . R washing of water by the word,
H29] which a 15 2 place which home is like, and.Of Thz‘LLghE might present it to himself a glorious
4=24 e dmOdel home on earth is but a faint chureh, not having spot, or wrinkle, or any such
& and symbgl, — : : ie thing ; but that it shouid be holy and without blemish.
{ | Prepared g OL, Bt many-mansloned hOl; 2 Sog ought men to love their wives as their own
G231 1, ¥ our heavenly Father's care 10 bodies. He that loveth his wife loveth himself.
2 those who love and serve hi For no man ever yet hated his own flesh; but |
\ ot That was a b p A L i g nourisheth and cherisheth it, even as the Lord the - |
. eautiful tribute to a noble wife, & church.”

Col. iii. 18, 19.—**Wives submit yourselves unto
your own husbands, as it is fit in the Lord.

Husbands, love your wives, and be not bitter
against them.”

I. Pet. iii. 1=7.—*¢“In like manner, ye wives, be in
subjection to your own husbands; that, even if any
obey not the word, they may without the word be
gained by the behaviour of their wives; beholding
your chaste behaviour coupled with fear, ]

Whose adorning let it not be the gutward aderning

of plaiting the hair, and of wearing jewels of gold, or |

; of putting on apparel; but let it be the hidden man .
m the Lord, and there 18 B0 of the heart, in the incorruptible apparel of a meek ;0B
h]}’ gift, } and quiet spirit, which is in the sight of God of greal Log

 $34 tll death shall make me thine.”
. 1| Such g wife is fro
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6 THE GOOD HUSBAND.

E:;:Efén ];\01‘ after this manner aforetime the holy

ein ia 59, who hoped in God, adorned themselves,
obe %d "Aiubjcctmn to their own husbands; as Sarah
ye I{GW arem‘?am’ calling him lord: whose children
any terror, U ye do well, and are not put in fear by

Ye F
Wwives ;lcliSb?ds' In like manner, dwell with your
Woman agr g to knowledge, giving honor unto the
35 unto the weaker vessel, as being also joint-

heirs of th
i € gra ife _ i
be not hindge;ﬁ)Of life; to the end that your prayers

hnﬂ?iii‘f nlleians house band, the ]._)Ol'ld that
of society Dl}se ?Old tOgEt.her. In an ideal state
cause un}{e;‘ il’)' e m].l 1?8 a husband, be-
SaW it wag S B incomplete. God
thOligh Y clno.t good.for Adam to. be alone,
less is it rro:)dStf(lte of innocency. How much
0 o? livmori;nan to be alone now, ‘whc.:ln,
midst of aSinfgl ' 1_Jure Rtlem; we A s
for preacher ulworld! Least of all is it good
one of the 5 t?‘ be a}one_ The‘Bible lays down
that he E;Iml(llL{Jaalﬁcat‘l‘ons of a bishop, or pastor;
it is curious :i tl-.le husband of one wife,” and
foi‘hidS all its 1a.1 the Roman Ca,tholit': '.:hur_ch
contrary to g ‘l)ff-:.lche]-s to marry. This 18 a]]lie
know the 4y, ) 11;Jl11re and to right reason. \We
Roman C;tlhils; € P‘:t_f-‘r was married, whom the
Vo o tI(:s cl.zum as their first POPE; f(?r
mother, r[i Christ healed ¢Peter's wifes
its ministerg Lle Greek Catholic church ali.ows

» 'O marry but once—if their wives
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die, they must not marry again. Anditis said
that the best cared for women on earth are the
wives of the Greek priests. _

A man should be fit to be a husband, and if
he is unfit, he should proceed to fit himself as
rapidly as possible. No man is ‘‘ready to
marry” when he has income enough to support
a wife, or when some pretty face or figure
strikes his fancy. The wife is commanded by
God to ‘‘reverence” her husband, and no man
is fit to be a husband who cannot command the
reverence of a wife. He must be fit to be the
head of a family, and unless he is so, he lllaS
no right to ask a woman to become his wife.
Cato said it was better to be a good husband
than a great senator, and it is true. .

The first duty of a husband is to love his
wife. Here as everywhere ‘“love is the fulfill-
ing of the law.” Faithfulness in love means
faithfulness in all duty, and failure anywhere,
means failure in love. A man must love lis
wife after marriage more than he loved her
before. Toving her will ennoble him and make
him more and more worthy of her reverence |
and affection. It is love that cpens the S5 (.)f !
the soul and gives us glimpses of the possibil- |
ities of human nature.

A husband is not to regard his wife as an
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; i vet
Ornament, or a picture, or g plaything, or a pet,

: : o]
but as an helpmeet for him, mind of his mind,
heart of his e

art, soul of his soul. She can
be these if she sees that |

the influence of his |
like a fAower in the

1¢ loves her, and under
ove her heart will expand
sun. A wife is not to i
husband “like a vine twined about an oak.’
That olg llustration of husband and ‘f"fe =
radically Wrong.  What good does the vine do
the oak aroung which it twines? Itisan Il]_]Ll].‘}f
always, and wi]| eventually kill the oak uuljeb-‘i
Something kills the vipe, The moment a o
begins to tyipe around an oak there is a
life-and-deqg) struggle  Dbetween the two.
The suryival of the one means the qeﬂth
of the other, What an abominable comparlson,

Rt L : : -elation
then, this is With which to illustrate the rela
of wife o husband |
low put i when he says:
A5 unto the bow
50 unto the m
Though she b

the cord is,

an is woman, 2
ends him, she obeys him,
m, yet shell’ollows,
the ather !

Though she draws hii
seless eqcl without

If you see defects
your love is to he th
them, ang you

1S your wife be
S0, an

n your wife, rememl.Jm
€ great means of curng
must ever bear in mind that shf
cause you asked her to become
d therefore on you rests the whole re-

Far better does Longfel-
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I
i 1 You canno
ibili -elationship. 4
lity for the r P e
SPOHSI‘? Y I have made amlstakejg a e
Moy igations ou €4
Sa}l’( to shirk your 0b11gat101}15‘ O
o ras when y _
: e she was g
r back wher -y
b heRemember you went after h t(,) o
i e after you. You asked he: g
not com &
your wife, she did not ask you ;;qu e
, ' e sps
1 u have one spar i
d; and if yo ! PR
}'lquafr 1;aturc-: you will not be W ill Ij;m e
’ 8
o yold suffer on account of acn.:gler \:hether
Sl;fou And then stop and con}s1 A
i 1er 1
you are, after all, what you lglink Pl s walt
H ; : ;
arriage. -
rere before ma —"
yolg ‘I then, and as a man of ho bn;ltions
er . : ;
haides 5a Chr,isti:m, be true to you.lfoth:re i
it t even 1
ily incurred. Bu s
roluntarily 1ncur sl v
:101;;(::5 in}yom‘ wife,—and no w on;cmber -
act v
; » more than her husband, Ecﬂm L By
a'm - love will bring out the bes B
yo? he will be able to strengthen y
and she w
‘l_
e f whom I spoke last Sw
i ‘ i - . e
The good wives o " o v |
day had good husbands. A e |
5‘_1‘1 at the death of his mfe.I Sl
ey ; and I hav “
anything till T knew you: ar e
betess, b ier, and more prosy ok
better, happier, 4 i .I
ince.” And let us bear in 1r Ao Crodd
Smc?] etween his tomb in Westn |
trast betwe
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and her humble grave in the jungles of Africa,
is ot of his making, nor is it according to his
wishes. He would have preferred that she
should have been in Westminster Abbey while
he slept in the forests of the Dark Continent.
And the same is true of Carlyle. His wife had
died, you remember, sitting
driving in London.
dering why she did
about returning,

in a carriage while
He driver drove on, won-
ot give him some orders
Finally, he asked a gentle-
™han on the street to look into the carriage and
see if Anything was the matter.  He looked in,
and there gt Mrs, Carlyle, dead! Tler hus-
band was at her sister’s at Dumfries, Scotland,
while Messyg, Froude: and Forster sent tele:
S1ams to him, one to John Carlyle, Edinburgh,
and the other g his sister at Dumfries, as they
Were not sype where he was. Carlyle, two
weeks later, wrote about her death thus (I am
reading from Froygers life of him, Vol. II, p.
267 IF.):

~ “Saturday night, a
1 sister Jean's
railway Journey
per]
bri

bout g p.m., I was sitting
at Dumfries, thinking of my
to Chelsea on Monday and

'3Ps of a sprained ankle T had got at Scots-
§ two weeks or 5o before
telegramsg came,

elfect upon me,

, when the fatal
It had a kind of stwnning
Not far above two days could

3 21
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T estimate the immeasureable depths of 1t,1i(1:;
the infinite sorrow=which had peeled my i
all bare, and in a moment shattered my pgut
world to universal ruin. They.took n}edfu]

next day to wander, as was medically ngeruwl,1
in the green sunny fields, and ever an hction

there rose from my sick heart the ejacula t O,f_
‘My poor little womat}!’ but n.o full gzzme

tears came to my relief, nor yet has, m.‘
Will it ever? A stony Woe's me, woe's Ir 01‘:
sometimes with infinite tenderness andl Pl-tt}; i ;
for myself, is my habitual mood hlvt her ;any
had been hitching lamely about, my cgr.ntzcs

the green solitudes and fr.esh sprmgth;ehou;
quietly but far from happily, about

she died . . . Monday morning, John set off [

rears
with me for London. Never, for I,fooori m;
should I forget that arrival here E lou c;;ﬂfm
first wawelcomed by her. She lay in her )

1 things not 1 &

lovely in death. Pale death, and things dar. A
i or dar- [*

mine or ours, had possession of our po _

ling . . . Ilooked out upon the SPT;‘E; j;l(t}:};
the everlasting skies in silence, a‘; H;ddinﬂ-
most part a more endurable. .dﬂY “] ] hospitaci—
ton, where friends were waiting wlf't T
ities, which almost drove me 9}33_“1} 4 e
“went out to walk in the moonlit silent Sqt thl;
20t suffered to go alone, I looked up @ .
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windows of the old
Seen her, op 5 sum
six~and-forty years
brought me out w,
the first thing T hg,
young creatyre T
I sorrow (she h
speaking little,

Me.  Oh heayen
" Very beautify]

room, where I had first
mer evening after sunsei;fi
ago. Edward Irving h?}g
alking to I—Iaddingtﬂ'n; “t
d seen then; the beautmlllesi(
had ever beheld, though Sund
ad lately lost her father) -
I noticed her once looking a
§, 0 think of that now! . :
;nd noble to me, I laid her 111
the grave of her father, according to coven;?e
of 40 yearg back, and all was ended. In o
nave of the g1q Abbey Kirk, long a ruin, 1}1{{65
being saved from. further decay, with the s

1 r Teannie,
looking down op her, there sleeps my jc.a o
. _ -
and the light of per face will never shin

me more "

; : tone
He wrote this €pitaph on her tombs

4 nd
where she Tests.  Afer telling of her birth a
descent, he says

“In her by
TOWS than are
bility, and

Bht existence she had mcIan_S‘-::li‘
Common, and also a soft nvin p
clearness of discernment, aﬂi?or

¥ Of heart; which are pare. S
forty years she was e true and ever—lD"l‘?E
helpmeet of her husband, ang by act and wor

'hat
Veariedly followeq him in all of worth tha
he did or attempted,

i
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215t of April, 1866,

o diealail]ggnixoxi,y from hin;,”and the
S'Uddem); 'Sllife was forever goné ou .h i
i if you visit that church, g

. to.dai}; *latil}I there will tell youdhfo 1
5 ;’e.r eighty years old, use e
o Wh'en Ol is way to the place, an s
b lkiss passionately that grz;v ::u e
down, would i tears, while the peop ?‘bEhOld
hliS gri?itir?ﬁnshed in awe, and said,
churc » o
ho‘rlhellci;r]jfn}cllezl;ust confide ig hlsi,t}\]\flicnfutlh}at

e v acquainted with ¢ Sk
i m?lk(i:nizlt;sts %ﬁm, for fron?hilgltll‘ o
- t intelligent sympathy “1 Wi
0 thaLl ful to him, and mal;.e 1 e
1 hepl ild give her no r]g!l. a
el 'HE Sllot:ted. Of course wn;&; 29
et n?g eble they must remen; e
Skl g ‘1d’e for the man, an e
the woman “,E,le;n{n_ St ther;]encel”
e, R tzlc wife ‘‘due bene'\t e
to render un‘toy iy greates‘l s
o :";1“;;} Sfm anxious to lﬁeasea r]e s
in her, an as . e 07
mal-l-iag‘e as he ﬁzziﬂi‘;’fe  hich & er\-’entﬂc]lli -
things in our m e e men{n;) -
{Jaif husezngis;uy. No man can ireq
houses
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club-house without Injuring himself as a huis-
band. The ubiform tendency of such places 1s
to make |yad husbands,

that the club-house is 1

that ng wickedness or
there,

than

It is no answer to say
1oroughly respectable,
dissipation is tolerated
One club-house may be vastly better

another in these regards, but no club-
house ever gig any

It is no answer tg say that you want a place

Where_}rou can invite your friends and entertain
them.  Tgge them to your home,—you ought
£ have no friengs whom you would be unwill-
ng to take to your home,—and if for any
Pecial reason yoy canpot just at that time take
them to your home, entertain them at a hotel.
_Club houses q¢ no good in the world! no good
 the World! 1o good in the world! Are you
being ang doing in regard to your wife all that
You gave hey 4 Hght to expect you would be
#nd do before ¥ou married her?
Inspiration €ommands husbands ‘‘to be not
bitter against theiy wives, that is, not irritating
8 A husband must not try to
te;_lse O annoy ks wife, but must seek to
brlghten her life, You go home from your
busmess Cross, oyt of sorts. She has been at
EZZ;MI day, h&rgssed with cares and worr'i€5=
&€ U under it 4] Wwaiting for your coming,

sort of good in the world.
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sure that you will sympathize with ].1Ier. AI}I(z
when you get home she meets you with aljm}lk
concealing the tears that are ready to ri;ss
forth; halfsick she is: and then you aredmhﬂ.-
and surly, Alas, alas, that your wife an' c r
dren must receive the sort of treatme.nt ¥ o(ﬁ ;:J. ef
willing to give them! A husband said sadly 0

is dead wife: o
hls‘ ‘C;}:edwas the flower of my house. She gave
my life its beauty and its .fragrance, but I;‘Ie;
turned her neither sunshine nor dew. i
frowns I brought home to those who were]soanc
dened by them, my smiles T wasted an{ hZ
those who cared not for them. And now s
i e! she is gonel!” |
S i?ll;sl Is thisgthe sort of future any husband
here is preparing for himself? 3 e

It was the custom of Robert Newton an ;
wife to retire to their closets every day lzmir
pray in secret for each other. Of course the

me was happy. E
ho’;‘l;e ‘ﬁisball:d} must show his love 1n lxiﬁz
things, for, after all, little t!iings make 13) o
most of life. He must be kind and conside :
with his wife. When she asks him f{?r n'ﬁmtii,t
he must not angrily retort, ‘“Where is aIf ‘c:u
money I gave you the othfer day? ‘klfow
think she is extravagant, lovingly let her

e e o R e A e A e

et e A i e s =
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Just how
and the p?:)‘;:;;)}{ou ¢an afford for her to spend,
will thyg conﬁ& 1t1‘es are overwhelming, if you
worthy of yoy € 1n her, she will show herself
out and do n_;t'?gnﬁdem;e_ When you start
angrily demang Fnd Your umbrella, do not
With my umbpy H?p.},ler’ _‘:What have you done
Search ang pree &7 while you continue your
All irritaginy sently find it where you left it.
heart, and ? l"e.marks leave a wound on the
You should not e willing to wound

the heart p:
which :
devoted 1o you of all the world is the most

Soon

after comi

1 Ning % .

ng at 5 hote], y § to Louisville, I was board-

W front of ye ’};:;‘e astairway came down just
standing in thep‘ or docr, A gentleman was
hal], The " P&I’IQI‘ dOOr’ and. T wag n the
t]th of.a lady’s dresg appeared at

le 1111:&”’- as she was about to de-
it cried (_:)ut .a,l‘lgj_vi]y: c\What's
You? Why in the world can’t

Just then the lady
nd he gq 1 to rende.r‘ h‘er fnge
hat ang smilin ]W \\Tho it was. Lifting his
Madam, T thoug,] e said, “T beg your pardon,
thata map Shoui;t If wag my wife.” Alas, alas,
0 the wor]g who talk angrily to the one woman
(ke Whateyer 1 fannot help herself and must
1€ chooses to say to her! If you

the hegq of

h
g(} descended far enough
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have any manhood in you, and you want to
talk insultingly to some woman, select one
whose husband, or father, or brother can resent
her wrong and protect her from your insults,
rather than select the woman you have solemn-
ly pledged yourself to love and protect, and
who has confided her life to your keeping, and
must take from you whatever treatment you
have it in your heart to give her.

Will you say that you are too busy to attend
to these things, and to make a good husband
according to the Bible standard? Nay, verily!
it is the busiest men who are the best husbands.
Never was there a busier man than Charles H.
Spurgeon, and he was a model husband as well.
I did not know until lately that he was a poet,
beyond the fact that he had written a few
hymns, but I recently came across this little
piece which he wrote to his wife when absent
from her, ten years after their marriage:

“Over the space that parts us, my wife,
I'1l cast me a bridge of a song,

Our hearts shall meet, O joy of my life,
On its arch unseen, but strong.

The glittering dewdrops of dawning love
Exhale as the day grows old,

And fondness, taking the wings of a dove,
Is gone like a tale of old.

|

ey i i
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But mine for thee, from the chambers of joy,
With strength came forth as the sun,

Ner life nor death shall its force destroy,
Forever its course shall run.

All earth-born lgyve must sleep in the grave,
Ta its native dust return :

What God hath kindled shall death out-brave

nd in heaven itself shall burn,*

Husbands must treat their wives ‘‘according
to knowledge, They must not be foolish nor
frivolays. They must appreciate their respon-
sibilities as the head of the family, and as hav-
ing charge of the training and guidance of the
children, e husband is an example to the
family. Stop and think, my friend, what is the
effect of your €xample at home. Be what you
desire your children to pe, Josh Billings has
wisely said, that the best way to train Rp-a
child iy the way he should go is, “‘to skil-mls.h
a little along that roaq yourself,” and there 1s
N0 other way.  Conduct family prayers. 1t
you have not 4p altar in your family, erect one
at once, Say grace at your table. You can do
that whether Youare a Christian or not. And
if you say YO are not good enough to have
family Prayers, who ig responsible for that?
Ds and give your heart and
‘Ot ought to have done long
his grace you can have family

Repent of your s
life to Christ, ag y
420, and thep by

v 2
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prayers and fulfill all other functions of”a gzc;ci
husband and father. I beg you lea\E. ythe
children that most precious of all legamgi, s
memory of a praying father.. If yoz g
know how to lead in prayer, just get C‘_:md o
your knees with your family and telﬂl Ht?m onr
don’t know how te pray, and ask Hi o
grace and strength. Husbands are ;0 i3
their wives as Christ loved the churm.%dngl
the same sort of love, tender, sell.’-saml‘l.s Wi?e
There is no danger of a man’s loving lclale a
too much, and the noblel.' he 1s in the’ Srd i
being the more loving will h(? be fo“ S-t e
Of course his love will be 111tel].1g‘e.nd. e
noblest men have ever been the most de iy
husbands. I quoted, last Sunday, hfr(sﬁjé{obert
Browning, and I am glad to say tlelady e
Browning was a model husband. / conds )
elling in Italy noticed an elderly ge?) orbed’ -
the same compartment of the car, a} S =iy
reading. As the sun went dowr;;‘ lstieg e
and gazed with enthusiam at the ftmo-n b
Italian sunset. Ie opened c?n\'c;?;éy Hie
her, though they were strangem.‘ 1 s
of Ttaly and sunsets, and prels‘u;’é s i e
upon art and poetry. She repea qunnet 5 by
poem, which was. a “1T0rtugues'e J - so’on o
Mrs. Browning. He listened, an
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she had finished, he resumed his seat and his
silence by the window. She was dlsturb.ed,.
thinking that somehow she had offended him:
80, looking up, she said: ¢ suppose you ‘do
not like Mrs, Browning’s poems?”’ He fePthj
with tender sadness: “Madam, that sonn?t 15
the sweetest, and its singer the most pTF-‘_ClO‘,-:S
gift life has given to me. She was my _“"lfe‘ _

To love here, is a needed prt“‘—,'[)c"tl"atlon_rOl
loving in heaven, and though in that' bright
world they neither marry nor are given in mar-
riage, yet there is a blessedness there for which
faithfulness in married life here is the b’est
Preparation, Redeemed by the blood of Christ,
fenewed by the Spirit of God, we become the
bride of Christ. He is the bridegroom, the
husband; ang during all these centuries the
bride is decking herself and making herself
ready for the marriage of the Lamb, ¢And I
heard as it were the voice of a great multitude,
and as the voice of many waters, and as 'Ehe
voice of mighty thunderings, saying alleluia:
for the Lord God omnipotent reigneth.

“Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor
10 him: for the marriage of the Lamb is come,
and his wife hath made herself ready. And FO
her was granted that she should be arrayed in
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fine linen, clean and white: for the fine linen is
the righteousness of saints,

“And he saith unto me, Write Blessed are
they which are called unto the marri

age supper
of the Lamp,» (Rev, xix. 6-9.)
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